
chloe konrad
Hi! Welcome to my portfolio and thanks for stopping 
by! In this book, I’ll show you my work at a few different 
publications, including writing samples, editing exam-
ples and designs. Contact me at chloekon@me.com 
with feedback or questions. Enjoy!
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education
University of Missouri 
School of Journalism
Graduation: May 2023
Journalism Major
Women’s and Gender Studies Minor
Walter Williams Scholar (invite only 
scholar program)

Glenbrook South 
High School
Glenview, Illinois 
Graduated May 2019
Illinois State Scholar

info
She/Her
Portfolio: chloekonrad.com
Instagram: chlo.konrad
Twitter: konrad_chloe
Blog: howchlocanyougo.com

accomplishments
Illinois State Scholar
Honor Roll
Honors College
President of special interest club
Participant in New York 
 Internship Program

CKCK chloe konrad
chloekon@me.com
847.902.6597

journalism experience

Columbia Missourian
Copyeditor 
August 2022-Present

Vox Magazine
Digital Producer;
Contributing Writer
August 2022-Present;
Fall 2020-Winter 2021

Levy
Communications Intern
Summer 2022

Modern Luxury
Editorial Intern
Spring 2022

Haymarket Media
Editorial Intern
Summer 2021

-completed final round of edits on stories before being published
-created social content for account with more than 40k followers
-proofread print pages on InDesign
-trimmed and rewrote headlines for national AP stories

-produced stories for digital on Blox CMS
-created visual content including collages, sidebars and infoboxes
-fact-checked stories by contacting all sources and re-reporting
-edited stories for grammar, AP style and content for a city maga-
zine in a town with a population of more than 100k 

-completed and presented a rebrand of national company blog
-created content for company blog and social media platforms
-learned ins-and-outs of corporate communications department

-wrote for seven titles at a publisher with 85+ titles in 22 markets
-conducted market research on five cities for story ideas
-wrote almost 40 stories on deadline for print and digital

-served as editorial intern for two senior care B2B magazines
-wrote and published about 40 articles for print and online
-completed product pitch and pre-development with small team
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other experience
President, Secretary — Mizzou Magazine Club
Volunteer — Juste Deserts Non-Profit
Writer, Editor — MOVE Angles, The Maneater
Swim Instructor — Learn2Swim, Goldfish Swim School
Seasonal Retail Employee — Paper Source

skills
Proficient Adobe Photoshop 

Intermediate

Intangible

Adobe InDesign Adobe Illustrator
AP Style

WordPress
Blox CMS

Social Media

Adobe Audition 
Adobe Premiere French

Deadline Pressure
Communication

Organization
Collaboration Adept
Energetic

interests
Knitting
Fiction Reading
Baking & Cooking
Comedy
Running & Swimming

view my portfolio at 
chloekonrad.com

writing
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Magazine writing has been my main 
interest since I entered the journalism 
school at Mizzou. It’s an opportunity to 
dive deeper into different topics instead 
of just reporting on breaking news. I 
love the creativity I see in different mag-
azines — everything from fun listicles to 
profile pieces to TV and movie reviews 
catch my eye. Specifically, I’ve devel-
oped a strong interest in food writing 
in the past few years. It allows me to 
combine a few of my favorite things. 
I’ve loved writing about sugar cookies, 
restaurants, summer snacks, events, real 
estate and more over the first few years 
of my career, and I hope you enjoy 
reading about it!
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Paul Harrison: Moving with 
a purpose
BY CHLOE KONRAD

PAUL HARRISON

“Shoot, move, communi-
cate.”

Years ago, this phrase was 
something Paul Harrison 
heard a lot. He was a combat 
infantryman for the Army and 
spent time in Germany and 
Operation Desert Storm before 
returning stateside to Georgia.

Harrison says the phrase 
has stuck with him and still 
impacts him in civilian life … 
well, at least the “move” and 

“communicate” 
parts. 

“Communication 
is key whether you 
are in the military 
or working as a 
nurse or a nursing 
home administrator or as a 
CEO,” Harrison says. “And the 
timing of the communication 
is key.”

He currently is president 
and CEO of Village at Incar-
nate Word, a nonprofit, faith-
based care organization in San 
Antonio. He says the idea of 
serving has been prominent in 
his life. While service is highly 
relevant in his job, it also 
makes its way into every aspect 
of his personal life.

Harrison grew up in small-
town Ingleside, TX, watching 
his family give to others. His 
uncle was a priest who served 
his community through faith 
and volunteerism, and his 

grandfather also was in 
the Army. At a young 

age, Paul joined the Boy Scouts 
of America and often went 
away to summer camps and 
Bible camps that encouraged 
volunteering.

“I think most people have a 
servant’s heart,” Harrison says. 
“It’s just recognizing that and 
saying, ‘How can I act on that?’ 
If they found the right path to 
serve others, they would enjoy 
it, and people do serve others 
and don’t always recognize 
that’s what they’re doing.”

His knack for helping often 
has been noticed by colleagues. 

Bert Buegeler is a longtime 
friend and coworker and 

This profile is a piece I 
wrote at the end of my 
internship with McK-
nights. When I first started 
at the publication, I was 
nervous about the subject 
matter, not knowing much 
about senior living. The 
internship turned out to 
be a pleasant surprise, as I 
honed my profile writing 
with dozens of people-fo-
cused pieces. READ MORE ON MCKNIGHTS.COM



The Social Room 
fights through 
the pandemic as a 
restaurant
How a Columbia favorite, 
The Social Room, is battling 
economic troubles caused by 
COVID-19
BY CHLOE KONRAD

For years, Columbia bar-goers 
have known The Social Room 
as a safe space — a place they 
can go to be themselves. The 
establishment itself has gone 
through many transitions. 
The business started off as a 
speakeasy with live music and 
later became a nightclub. But 
now, The Social Room is being 
forced to become something 
else again: a restaurant.

When COVID-19 hit early 
this year, small businesses were 
some of the first to be impact-
ed. Long lists of restrictions 

were delivered to business 
owners like Jesse Garcia, own-
er of The Social Room, and he 
had to react quickly.

“The hardest part about 
all of this is, you know, at 
the beginning of the year, we 
were a nightclub that had to 
rely on dance parties to make 
money” Garcia says. “Now, 
we’ve been forced into this 
bizarre situation where you’re 
not allowed to dance, you’re 
not allowed to stand. We were 
a dance club and now we have 
to be a restaurant in order to 

survive. So not only do we 
have to completely make a new 
business model, but we had to 
do it with no money.” To try 

For this story, I took photos 
of and wrote about a bar/
restaurant undergoing 
changes in the pandemic. I 
interviewed the owner and 
went to the site to try their 
new menu items in person. 
I worked with an editor 
to make sure the sensitive 
topic was being discussed 
in the best way.

The sidewalk outside The Social Room, which used to be lined with bar-goers waiting to get in, is 
now empty as the restaurant struggles to stay afloat.

to keep up with the times, The 
Social Room has made some 
significant changes to their 
“American Stoner Food” menu 

and op-
erations. 
They’ve 
added 
brunch 
on Sun-
days and 
an ex-
panded 
menu of 
burgers. 
They’ve 
also 
opened 
a bigger 
patio for 
more 

outdoor dining and have desig-
nated dance rooms as new din-
ing rooms. The restaurant also 
delivers on all delivery apps, 
like Doordash, for those who 
prefer not to dine out. “We were 
trying to create food that would 
fit our nightclub vibe,” Garcia 
says. “What is it that you’re go-
ing to want to eat when you’ve 
got the munchies, so we tried to 
create out of that.”

The problem is, with restric-
tions so heavy on a nightclub 
and whose revenue is not really 

made up of food sales, it’s al-
most impossible to operate with 
full strength.

The Social Room, like 
many other small businesses, 
has been struggling through 
the pandemic. The nightclub 
became the Garcia family’s 
only source of income after the 
pandemic caused them to lose 
another business and job, and 
now that it is functioning as a 
restaurant.

“The entire service indus-
try, but specifically your small 
businesses have had absolutely 
everything stripped from them 
that they’ve ever worked for in 
the name of public safety and 
treated terribly unfair,” Garcia 
says. “There’s no one that cares. 
There’s no one helping them.” 

With restrictions climbing 
and profit decreasing, it’s be-
coming more and more difficult 
for small businesses to keep 
up. Rules for places like coffee 
shops and grocery stores are 
becoming more lax, but restric-
tions on bars like The Social 
Room are still in place.

Even with exciting new items 
on the menu, it’s hard to have a 
positive outlook on how things 
are going at The Social Room 

READ MORE ON VOXMAGAZINE.COMMac ‘n cheese and hot dogs have been best-
sellers at The Social Room for years.

The Social Room is using scannable QR codes for menus at each table and has 
gotten rid of plastic straws.
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Jan and Elle Sanchez are 
far from amateurs when it 
comes to crafting chocolate. 
The sisters are the owners 
of Tsokolate (pronounced 
cho-ko-lat-eh), a Columbia 
superfood bonbon shop that 
operates mostly online. Both 
Elle and Jan have been trained 
in the culinary arts, having 
worked under renowned chefs 
such as Wolfgang Puck and 
Daniel Boulud. Elle also grad-
uated from the culinary school 
Le Cordon Bleu in Paris. 
However, the sisters’ mission 
goes beyond creating decadent 
desserts — they use their pas-
sion for chocolate-making as 
a way to support survivors of 
human trafficking and prevent 
child labor on cacao farms.

Before the bonbons
Jan and Elle grew up in Cebu, 
a city in the Philippines, and 
say chocolate has always been 
a part of their lives. Younger 
than most children learn to 
read, they were using different 
confections to make sikwati, a 
hot chocolate drink.

“We had a cacao tree in our 
backyard,” Jan says. “Our mom 
would always make tableya. 
They’re 100% chocolate, and 
that’s what we used to make 
hot chocolate.” Tableya is 
a round chocolate that is 
dropped into boiling water.

Not only did they acquire a 
taste for chocolate at a young 
age, they also learned from 
family to use their skills to 

help others and give back to 
the community. Many cacao 
farms exploit child labor, and 
Elle and Jan grew a passion 
for community service and 
trafficking prevention.

“Our grandmother built her 
own community center,” Jan 
says. “She would train different 
low-income communities how 
to sew, how to cook, how to 

Tsokolate’s bon-
bons are the bomb

READ MORE ON VOXMAGAZINE.COM

PHOTO BY JAN SANCHEZ
BY CHLOE KONRAD

I spoke to sisters Jan and 
Elle Sanchez about their 
Columbia-based business, 
Tsokolate, and their human 
trafficking non-profit, 
Juste Deserts. When the 
story was done, the sisters 
reached out to me thanking 
me for telling their story.

PHOTO BY MADI WINFIELD

Inspired by her love of plant-
based foods and Main Squeeze 
owner Leigh Lockhart, Gina 
Overshiner started serving up 
comforting vegan dishes from 
her food truck, Gina’s Vegan a 
Go Go.

Veganism started for 

Overshiner as a nutrition 
experiment about seven years 
ago but blossomed into more. 
“I became more interested 
in the power of food to help 
people be healthier, help the 
environment and help the 
animals,” Overshiner says.

After learning how to cook 
vegan “meats” and “cheeses” 
from scratch using textured 
vegetable protein, lentils and 
cashews, Overshiner got seri-
ous about owning a truck. In 
2020, she purchased one from 
its previous (vegan) owner and 
began finessing menu items.

Her menu includes twists 
on favorites such as a Bis-

cuits and Gravy Burrito and 
a Tuno Sandwich made with 
chickpeas. She operates the 
truck on weekends, serving 
Sunday brunch at Cooper’s 
Landing and working for 
Veterans United from home on 
weekdays.

“She’s invested an impressive 
amount of time studying the 
nuances in plant-based cook-
ing, which is why I think even 
carnivores love her ‘meaty’ 
dishes,” Lockhart says.

“I realize with a food truck 
it’s a tiny little starting point, 
but at least it’s a start,” Oversh-
iner says. “I’m just hoping to 

This story had very little 
space allotted in print, so 
making it concise and to 
the point was important, 
but I still wanted to include 
more than one source. I 
talked to Gina, the owner 
of a local vegan food truck, 
about her work.

Get go-going to Gi-
na’s Vegan a Go Go, 
Columbia’s new veg-
an food truck
BY CHLOE KONRAD

READ MORE ON VOXMAGAZINE.COM
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more for
5 Tasty Snacks and Desserts Perfect for the Holidays
6 Snacks for Different Summer Scenes
How to Decorate Your Holi-
day Cookies Like a Pro
Q&A: Two local experts 
dish about what’s poppin’ in 
wine flavors this fall

PHOTOS BY ME

COURTESY PHOTO

On The Market: Inside 
Brooklyn’s Ultra-Luxe 
Olympia
The Olympia offers one of the most luxuri-
ous residential experiences in Brooklyn.
BY CHLOE KONRAD

Soaring high above Dumbo 
is Brooklyn’s newest luxury 
residential property, Olympia. 
Inspired by the 235-year-old 
history of the area, Olympia 
was created by Hill West 
Architects and interior design 
firm Workstead. The team 
behind this project played off 
the area’s natural elements, 
such as the cobblestone streets 
and nearby water. The result? 
A massive, architecturally 
striking spectacle.

Aside from its 38,000 square 
feet of amenities, Olympia fea-
tures 76 residences, including 
a penthouse level. Each home 
is modeled after traditional 
townhome living and crafted 
with a simple, bright color pal-
ette, offering a clean canvas for 
residents to create the home 
of their dreams. Materials like 

maple, Aglo 
Ceppo stone 
and dark 
marble are 
used through-
out the residences. 
And as the tallest 
building in Dum-
bo, clocking in at 
33 stories, resi-
dents have close to 
360-degree views 
of surrounding 
Brooklyn and the Lower Man-
hattan skyline.

Enter through the sweeping 
concrete colonnade at ground 
level through the triple-height 
lobby, which features art by 
Jacob Hashimoto. Then, travel 
to The Garden on the ground 
floor for a moment of serenity, 
or relax in the nature-filled 
lounge—there’s even a pet spa 

with a bath off the lobby.
In the basement, The Club 

awaits. It’s a one-stop shop 
for games and fitness, with a 
two-lane bowling alley, fitness 
center, Spin room, movement 
studio and lounge with a pool 
table. There’s even a playroom 
to keep the kids entertained 
during workouts.

Up a few flights is The 
READ MORE ON MLMANHATTAN.COM

During my internship with Modern Luxury, I 
wrote about real estate, interior design, restau-
rants, events and high profile people for an 
affluent audience. I learned a lot about interacting 
with PR professionals and adapting to new voices.
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The Story Behind Hamptons-Based An-
drew Ludington’s Design Intervention

Interior Designer Sterling McDavid 
Reinvents Her Bridgehampton Home

Hamptons- and NYC-based designer Andrew Ludington 
breaks down his professional pivot onto the interiors scene.

Interior designer Sterling McDavid reinvents a Bridge-
hampton home for her family.

BY CHLOE KONRAD BY CHLOE KONRAD

COURTESY PHOTO

For interior designer An-
drew Ludington of Studio Lud 
Home, interior design is sim-
ply fashion for the home. Lud-
ington graduated from Marist 
College in 2011 with a degree 
in fashion communications 
and was prepared for a career 
in styling and visual merchan-
dising. But after moving from 
New York City to the East End 
six years ago, he discovered 
a curiosity for furniture and 
interior design.

Ludington’s visual merchan-
dising expertise, including 
knowledge on how to properly 
present products, led him to 
a job at MONC XIII in Sag 
Harbor, the place he credits 
with sparking his interest in 
the industry. “I like to think 
of my time working there as a 
crash course in interior design 
and midcentury furniture,” 

Ludington says. Over the next 
few years, he would go on to 
work for other interior design-
ers before founding Studio Lud 
Home in 2021. 

For Ludington, his clean, 
bright and sleek style can be 
described as casual luxury. “I 
always try to use rich and lux-
urious textiles in my designs,” 
he says. “I love texture and 
think layering and texture can 
make even the simplest design 
feel elevated and chic.” Al-
though his style can frequently 
read quite modern, he says 
vintage furniture can often be 
found in his designs. “I like 
things to have character and 
to tell a story,” he says. “There’s 
something really dull about 
walking into a space filled with 
only new pieces.” 

Now based in the Hamp-
tons, Ludington designs homes 

there, in New York City, West-
chester and Connecticut. With 
projects in such a range of 
environments, there are some 
major differences between de-
signing in the city and outside 

THE CLIENT
Interior designer Sterling 

McDavid of Sterling McDavid 
Design and Element Solutions 
Inc. CFO Carey Dorman 
spent months looking for their 
perfect Hamptons home. The 
couple had strong connec-
tions to the area—it served 
as an escape for both of them 
from their teenage years into 

adulthood. 
When they came across 

a single-family abode in 
Bridgehampton with an 
address matching Sterling’s 
grandfather’s lucky number, 
they knew they found the one 
(and promptly named it Poppy 
House after her grandfather). 
As two young, successful indi-
viduals who love to entertain, 
McDavid had her work cut out 
for her as she set out to per-
sonalize their new Hamptons 
oasis. 

THE PRIORITY
“The primary goal with this 

home was to create a serene, 
inviting home,” McDavid says. 
“From day one, we knew we 
wanted a home where friends 
and family feel welcome to 
come by anytime for a meal, a 
swim or a weekend stay.” She 

and Dorman find themselves 
hosting meals and parties 
often, especially given the 
couple’s shared philanthropic 
interests. As well, indoor-out-
door living became a priority 
while designing the space. “I 
wanted to create a place where 
we and our guests don’t want 
or need to leave,” McDavid 
adds. 

THE CHALLENGE
The project went on without 

a hiccup—until the pandemic 

This is one of the profiles I 
wrote for Modern Luxury 
on an interior designer. 
My middle-school self that 
wanted to be an interior 
designer had a lot of fun at 
this internship. I talked to 
Andrew about his career 
path, what he’s working on 
now and what he hopes to 
achieve moving forward.

During my internship, I 
wrote a lot of features on 
new interior design proj-
ects. I enjoyed getting to 
speak to different designers 
and form connections in 
the industry. These pieces 
involved getting informa-
tion from the designer or 
their agent and working 
through releases provided 
to us to find the best parts 
of the project.

READ MORE ON MLHAMPTONS.COM

COURTESY PHOTO

READ MORE ON MLHAMPTONS.COM



view my entire body of work on 
chloekonrad.com

includes pieces for ...
• Vox Magazine
• Modern Luxury Manhattan
• Modern Luxury San Francisco
• Modern Luxury Silicon Valley
• CS (Modern Luxury Brand)
• Modern Luxury Hamptons
• EdTech Magazine
• Reverie PAGE
• McKnight’s

editing

18 19



When asked to decide on my emphasis 
in my sophomore year of college, I was 
a bit conflicted. I was enjoying writing 
for the student newspaper and contrib-
uting to Vox Magazine, but I had other 
interests, too. I wanted to learn about 
editing, both macro and micro. I wanted 
to learn about photography and 
design. I wanted to learn about how a 
magazine runs and SEO. All of this led 
me to realizing that my dream job was 
to be a magazine editor and to have a 
hand in all of these things. I’ve had the 
opportunity to work in a few editing 
roles in my last few years at Mizzou, 
and I’ve selected some of my favorite 
pieces here. 

20 21
READ MORE ON VOXMAGAZINE.COM

Buzzed and busy: A day-by-day 
guide to Columbia’s best bar 
events
Calling all introverts and extroverts! Make your 
way downtown this week, and do it well, with help 
from Pressed, Shiloh Bar & Grill, The Understudy 
and more.
BY SYDNEY SCALIA

Does a wild night out at a 
drag show sound like you? Or 
maybe a relaxed night of bingo 
is more your style. Introverts 
and extroverts have different 
ideas of fun, and while Co-
lumbia has all the fun you can 
handle, it can be hard to know 

where to go for a night out. 
To help you have the perfect 
night, Vox has separated local 
bar events into categories that 
are sure to fit your personality 
(and noise level) fancy.  

For the introverts…

Monday
Trivia at 1839 Taphouse — 8 
p.m.

Put your knowledge to the 
test for a chance to have your 
tab covered or win gift certif-
icates from 1839 Taphouse. 
Owner Johnny Beshears finds 
the environment of trivia night 
to be a fun and chill atmo-
sphere, perfect for groups of 

friends to kick back and crush 
some random facts. “It’s a 
change of pace, and it’s fun to 
do, and people come together 
with their friends,” Beshears 
says. “Our environment is 
cozy, and introverts across the 
board can feel decent here.”

Tuesday
Bingo at Willie’s — 8 p.m.

If trivia is not your thing, head 
on over to Willie’s for some fun 
game night competition with 
a chance to win bottle service 
or other prizes like t-shirts and 
gift cards. If you’re looking to 
have a few laughs and play a 

This article was a fun 
calendar highlighting bar 
events perfect for both 
introverts and extroverts. 
I copyedited the story and 
produced it online. This 
included coming up with 
a catchy headline and for-
matting it for digital.

PHOTO BY HUDSON HEIDGER



The sights, sounds 
and vibes of Roots 
N Blues 2022
A day-to-day recap of Wilco, Chaka 
Khan, Jon Batiste, Bleachers and more 
at this year’s festival
BY GRACE ANN NATANAWAN

Festival attendees lay out in the shade while listening to performers.

From across the globe, 
musicians made their way 
to Stephens Lake Park last 
weekend to perform at Roots 
N Blues 2022. 

The three-day event features 
an eclectic mix of some of the 
most notable voices in soul, 
blues, jazz, country and more. 
In years past, some of the 
brightest stars of their respec-
tive genres have graced the 
festival’s stages including Sher-
yl Crow, Brandi Carlile, Mavis 
Staples and John Prine. This 
year was no exception as acts 
continue to push the creative 
boundaries of live music each 
year. Here’s the best of Roots N 
Blues 2022.

Kicking off the weekend, 
Friday’s acts offered a sprightly 

beginning to the festival with 
incandescent country and pop 
hits.

Donning a houndstooth 
jacket, white cowboy hat and 
crimson red lipstick, country 
artist Jaime Wyatt commanded 
her performance with a hu-
morous and authoritative stage 
presence.

“This song is about drinking 
whiskey too much, too often,” 
announced Wyatt during her 
set. “I’m done with whiskey, 
you guys can have it.”

The high-energy set imbued 
elements of rock and blues into 
her country songs, with clear 
vocal harmonies topping off 
the gritty instrumentals. As 
Wyatt sang, an accompanying 
guitarist played by sliding a 

Michelob Ultra beer bottle on 
his fretboard, showing off the 
fun and unconventional quirks 
of the group.

Tanya Tucker’s performance 
crafted a sultry blend of blues 
and country, and she flaunted 
her impressive vocals and 

As an editor on this story, 
I helped mold it into an 
easily digestible recap of a 
big event in our area. The 
story was very adjective 
heavy and was a bit hard 
to understand initially. I 
also produced it online and 
created the online layout.

READ MORE ON VOXMAGAZINE.COM

READ MORE ON VOXMAGAZINE.COM

Vox Picks for September and 
October
Head to the orchards for some apple picking, 
stop by the Blue Note for a spooky show and 
see a musical about a love triangle gone very, 
very wrong
BY JANE STEINBRECHER

Each month, Vox curates a 
list of can’t-miss shops, eats, 
reads and experiences. We find 
the new, trending or underrat-
ed to help you enjoy the best 
our city has to offer.

DANCE...
Through the night with for-

mer My Chemi-
cal Romance keyboardist and 
songwriter, James Dewees, 
performing alongside local DJ 
Requiem and DJ Danny Ma-
loney for The Blue Note’s 18+ 
Welcome to the Black Parade 
Spooky Emo Dance Party. Say 
that three times fast, then grab 
your girls, ghosts and ghouls 
for a DJ set that will get your 
bones rattling.

Where: The Blue Note, 17 N. 
Ninth St.
When: 9 p.m. Oct. 20
Cost: $8 online, $10 at the 
door, $15 tables
Website: thebluenote.com

SING...
Along with the cult classic 

Rocky Horror Picture Show, 
as it hits the big screen again 
at The Blue Note. Prepare your 
singing voice for the venue’s 
Brew ’n’ View night that will 
screen the 1975 horror-come-
dy musical for all ages. Campy, 
theatrical costumes encour-
aged.

Where: The Blue Note, 17 N. 
Ninth St
When: 9 p.m. Oct. 26
Cost: $10
Website: thebluenote.com

HARVEST...
Hand-picked apples and 

perfect pumpkins at some of 
mid-Missouri’s best farms 

For this article, I edited 
for AP Style, grammar 
and Vox style. I was asked 
to create a digital collage 
using the images in print, 
which is shown at the top 
of the page. I reformatted 
the story in a way that 
worked best for online and 
digitally produced it. 
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Rooted in Missouri: Wilco’s 
Jeff Tweedy is the Missouri 
Roots Songbooks’ newest 
member
Columbia’s Roots N Blues festival recog-
nizes artists with a strong connection to 
Missouri who have influenced the music 
landscape
BY GRACE ANN NATANAWAN COURTESY PHOTO OF WILCO

Jeff Tweedy’s roots in Co-
lumbia run deep — so deep, in 
fact, that they predate Wilco, 
his most successful project. 
Tweedy first established 
himself in Columbia in the 
late ‘80s with his former band, 
Uncle Tupelo. To complement 
his headlining slot with Wilco 
at this year’s Roots N Blues 
Festival, he was honored by the 
Missouri Roots Songbook, a 
tradition started by the festival 
in 2018. He will be present-
ed with the honor on Oct. 7 
during Wilco’s festival set.

The Missouri Roots Song-
book recognizes artists who 
are originally from Missouri, 
or have spent a significant part 

of their career in the state, and 
have made major contribu-
tions to music and popular 
culture. Past honorees include 
Chuck Berry, John “Blind” 
Boone and Sheryl Crow. 

Tweedy first appeared in 
Columbia with Uncle Tupelo, 
an alt-country outfit formed 
on the Illinois side of St. Louis 
in 1987. The band reached out 
to Richard King, former owner 
of The Blue Note, to book a 
gig, after which they became 
a fixture at the venue and 
even got to know some of the 
people of Columbia.

Tweedy’s impact on the city 
is still felt today. King partially 
credits the popularity of The 

Blue Note to the band’s shows. 
Tweedy himself told Columbia 
Daily Tribune in 2012 that, 
to him, Columbia feels like 
“where everything kind of 
started.”

As an editor on this story, 
I verified facts and edited 
for AP style and gram-
mar. I got the story ready 
for digital, which meant 
adding SEO elements in 
the headline and body of 
the story and formatting it 
with courtesy photos. 

READ MORE ON VOXMAGAZINE.COM

READ MORE ON VOXMAGAZINE.COM

With every fiber: 75 years of the 
Columbia Weavers and Spinners’ 
Guild
The fiber arts collective looks back on decades of 
creating together and what the future holds for the 
group
BY LAUREN BLUE

On January 9, 1947, eight 
women founded the Columbia 
Weavers Guild. The original 
members were spouses of 
men working at MU. They 
met donning white gloves in a 
formal setting. The first presi-
dent of the guild was Wynona 

Chilcott, who was one of the 
charter members along with 
fellow ladies of the loom, Mrs. 
Frank L. Matt, Mrs. Ralph 
Watkins and Mrs. Frederick 
Dunlap.

At the time, women weren’t 
allowed to join traditional, for-
mal art institutions, like acad-
emies, leading them to turn to 
fiber arts as a way to engage in 
the culture. The guild’s mission 
is to serve as an educational 
organization instead of a social 
one, aiming “to increase public 
awareness and to enhance the 
appreciation of all aspects of 
fiber arts,” according to the 
guild’s website.

A year after the first 
meeting, the guild had its first 

exhibit showcasing the wom-
en’s work at the Boone County 
Fair. Seventy-five years later, 
the guild has lost the gloves, 
altered its names to include 
spinners and now has around 
80 members, but education is 
still a core principle of the Co-
lumbia Weavers and Spinners’ 
Guild. 

Getting started: fastening 
the warp to the loom

Historically, weaving has 
been regarded as women’s 
work. Women — often con-
strained to their husbands’ 
or fathers’ homes — took on 
the bulk of the weaving and 

This story was a profile on 
a local collective of fiber 
artists. I was the digital 
producer on the story. I 
added SEO elements and 
copyedited the story before 
publishing it online. I also 
acted as a fact-checker on 
the story, which meant 
calling all sources to verify 
quotes and re-reporting all 
other facts.

PHOTO BY CORA MITCHELL
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Focus on Africa, an event co-sponsored by the MU African Interdisciplinary Studies Hub and others, hosted two presenters who discussed research focused on telehealth and plastic waste in Africa. 

Focus on Africa is held annually and discusses issues in African countries through research presentations. The two presenters this year were Jessica Osaze cq  and Osasu Osaze cq  and hosted the discussion in Memorial Student 
Union. cq

Jessica Osaze’s presentation focused on making telehealth more accessible in Nigeria. Osaze full name?  is in the last year of her master’s program for Health Administration and Health Informatics, along with working on her PhD 
in Translational Biosciences uncapitalize . 

She also just finished an internship at Missouri Telehealth Network, a program that is part of the MU School of Medicine. She said she “believed in the work they were doing” and it inspired her to look more into telehealth 
opportunities.

In her presentation, Osaze talked about the benefits of having telehealth, the challenges facing Nigeria and how they would be able to transition to telehealth communication for patients. should this go above previous graph?

There are over 200 million residents in Nigeria and 170 million of them are cellphone users. Out of that 170 million, only 10 to 20% are smartphone users, she said. ac

She added that the top 10 causes of death in Nigeria are preventable, but many residents lack access to basic infrastructure such as electricity and drinking water. On top of that, Osaze cited the World Health Organization, which 
shows that Nigeria is ranked 187 out of 190 countries for its healthcare system. ac

“You start to see bias in healthcare, where you see that more researchers focus on caring for or taking data from Caucasians and that's because Caucasians are readily available,” She uncap  said in an interview. ac

In terms of the U.S., she said African-Americans no hyphen  are not as trusting and usually aren’t available or able to do research. ac

Osasu Osaze, who is also a PhD student in Mechanical Engineering uncap , focused on plastic pollution and how it affects different parts of Africa and the world in his presentation.

He said during the presentation that some countries do not have garbage cans like in the U.S., so residents will throw their plastic waste in their backyards or the streets. Those plastics eventually seep into the ground and cause 
drain blockages. ac

He also talked about how long it takes plastic to decompose and how it is also delete also  affecting marine and human life. But, no comma? delete but?  he explored reusing plastics to create filament for 3D printing. ac

One woman in Kenya, Nzambi Matee cq , was featured in the presentation for her use of plastic bricks to create pavement for homes. ac

Osasu Osaze said in an interview that a lot of innovations can come from looking at plastics and figuring out how to turn them into something that benefits the environment. ac

Both Jessica Osaze and Osasu Osaze hope their research will not only benefit African countries, but places around the world.

"To get help, no comma  someone has to learn, so it's important to know for you to be able to help," Jessica Osaze said. ac  
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At the Columbia Missourian, I was a copyeditor that looked 
at stories right before they were published. My goal was not 
to change the structure or content of a story, but to catch 
inconsistencies, grammar issues, AP style errors and other 
small problems like that. My changes are in green.

9/14/22, 5:25 PM
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Federal, state and local government agencies conducted an exercise Wednesday morning in Moberly simulating a 
transportation accident.

The exercise scenario involved a vehicle hitting a railcar carrying an empty Naval uncap naval  spent nuclear fuel 
shipping container that was simulated to be full.

"We conducted these exercises about once every two years with different locations along our shipping routes, so 
[we] partnered with the state of Missouri and the city of Moberly and decided this was a great place to conduct the 
exercise," Executive Director of Foreign and Public Affairs for the Naval Nuclear Propulsion Program Matthew Napoli 
said.

More than 120 personnel from cooperating agencies put in worked either put in work or just worked  
cooperatively during the exercise. Moberly Police Chief Troy Link said he was happy to provide assistance. 

"I think for the purposes of this, it’s a good representation of the capabilities of 9-1-1 ap style says no hyphens  
and our police response as well as the rest of the emergency services response," Link said. "It was good practice 
for our communication."

According to a news release from the Moberly Police Department, participants in the exercise included:

Missouri Department of Natural Resources
Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services
Missouri Department of Transportation
Missouri State Emergency Management Agency
Missouri State Highway Patrol
Moberly Fire Department
Moberly Police Department
Norfolk Southern Railways
U.S. Naval Nuclear Propulsion Program
Naval Nuclear Laboratories

"Today’s exercise also reinforced the robustness of the Navy's spent fuel shipping containers and emergency 
communications with state, federal, local, no Oxford comma  and railroad officials," Napoli said. combine this 
quote with below bc it is the same person

"The most important part of today’s events was the knowledge gained by all parties and participants in the planning 
and execution of this exercise. As a team, we are better prepared for future contingencies," he said.

Napoli said scenarios like this are "incredibly rare," but they hold practices for all contingencies to ensure that they 
would be prepared to respond if anything did happen.

Wednesday's exercise also highlighted the Navy’s commitment to public safety and environmental stewardship 
associated with a shipment of Naval spent nuclear fuel.

"Training is at the heart of emergency planning begin new sentence  all responders and participants 
perform (performed)  admirably today and I thank them for their participation," Napoli said.

news editing for



To view the rest of my 
editing work, search 

“chloe 
konrad” on 

voxmagazine.com and 
columbiamissourian.com

design
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To be a great magazine editor, you 
have to know a little about everything. 
I decided to take a few design classes 
to fulfill part of that need, and it became 
one of my favorite and best decisions 
I’ve made. The design work I’ve done 
has been my creative outlet and has 
allowed me to experiment with different 
styles. I’ve gotten to know a different 
part of myself and have enjoyed every 
minute of it. I’ve been able to try my 
hand at magazine design for classes 
and have had news designs published 
in the city newspaper. Here are some of 
my favorite things I’ve created so far. 

30 31

for fun!

Changed a 
photo to a 
drawing! Added a starry 

background 
and doodles

Created a digital 
portrait of my dog, 

Gus!
Added a tiny 

bit of fun to this 
photo



Redesign of a 
Vanity Fair piece 

on Britney Spears’ 
crop tops

THE AMAZING

L O EDR

Imaginary Lorde pro-
file design for class, 

following the rules of 
the SPD competition 
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For this class project, we were asked to 
choose a story with captivating photos 
and create a newspaper feature, four 

page magazine spread and two 
magazine cover options.34 35
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Thanks for your time! 
View my portfolio at 

chloekonrad.com and 
stay in touch at:

chloekon@me.com
847.902.6597

40


